Phi Upsilon Omicron
National Honor Society in Family and Consumer Sciences and Related Areas

Formation of New Collegiate Chapters, Organization Background

Name and Purpose of the Organization
Phi Upsilon Omicron is an honor society in Family and Consumer Sciences and related areas which was founded at the University of Minnesota, February 10, 1909.  The purposes of this honor society are to recognize and encourage academic excellence, develop qualities of professional and personal leadership, provide opportunities for service to the profession, and encourage professional and personal commitment to advance Family and Consumer Sciences and related areas.  

The following primary content areas recognized by the American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences include but are not limited to: Culinary arts, hospitality, and tourism; education and training; food science, nutrition, and dietetics; health management and wellness; housing and interior design; human/child development and family relations; personal and family finance; textiles, fashion, apparel, and retailing/merchandising.

Membership
A. Undergraduate Students.  An undergraduate student shall be eligible to be a collegiate member of a chapter if the individual 
1. Exhibits the potential for professional and community leadership
2. Demonstrates a spirit of service
3. Exemplifies character through personal integrity and professional attitude
4. Attends an institution where a chapter is established
5. Has completed a minimum of 36 semester hours or the equivalent quarter hours
6. Has completed Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) coursework in areas including, but not limited to, those recognized by the American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences
7. Ranks not lower than the highest thirty-five percent of their class in general scholarship OR when rank is unavailable, has a cumulative grade point of at least 3.3
8. Meets the requirements of either a FCS major or a non-FCS related major as indicated in subsection B or C below.  
B. FCS Related Majors.  An undergraduate student shall be eligible if the individual is majoring in FCS or one of its related areas and has completed a minimum of at least six semester hours or the equivalent quarter hours of FCS course work.  
C. Non-FCS Related Majors.  An undergraduate student shall be eligible if the individual is not an FCS major and has completed a minimum of at least nine semester hours or the equivalent quarter hours of FCS course work.  
D. Graduate Students.  A graduate student enrolled in Family and Consumer Sciences, or related area shall be eligible for membership when the following criteria are met.  
1. When the student has completed 12 semester hours or its equivalent in courses in Family and Consumer Sciences or related areas.  The student is not required to hold a bachelor’s degree in Family and Consumer Sciences but may have earned the degree in an allied area.  The student may or may not have come from and institution where there is a collegiate chapter of Phi Upsilon Omicron, Inc. 
2. When the student’s undergraduate record has been evaluated and shows the student’s scholarship meets the requirements for membership, then the other criteria for membership should be carefully considered.  The grade point average for a graduate student should be a minimum of 3.2 on a 4.0 scale.  It is also of utmost importance, especially for those students who do not have a bachelor’s degree in Family and Consumer Sciences, to determine their potential leadership, interest in, and dedication to the field of Family and Consumer Sciences.  A graduate student may choose to become a collegiate member with the privileges and obligations of an undergraduate member or as a member of a local alumni chapter. 

Professional Programs of Work
The professional work of the honor society is carried on through the Nation Council and by chapters.  Chapter professional projects advance this work by providing leadership development and service opportunities to chapter members.  These projects have included: 
1. Providing and supporting scholarship funds for local awards.
2. Promoting Family and Consumer Sciences and related areas on campuses.
3. Serving the community through programs such as those for the handicapped, battered women, and the homeless.  

National Scholarships, Fellowships and Awards
Through the Phi Upsilon Omicron Educational Foundation, Inc. national scholarships, fellowships, and awards are awarded annually.

Official Publication of the Honor Society
Since 1916, the honor society has published THE CANDLE semi-annually. 

Governing Plan of the Honor Society
1. National Council
a. The National Council shall consist of the President, President-Elect, Alumni Councilor, Region Councilors, Finance Chairperson, Advisor Councilor, and a Collegiate Representative from each region.  One Collegiate Representative will be elected as the National Collegiate Chair.  The Executive Director will serve as an ex-officio member with vote. The Educational Foundation Chair will serve as an ex-officio member without vote.  


2. Executive Council
a. The Executive Council shall be composed of the President, President Elect, and Executive Director.  The Executive Council may also include as needed:  Finance Chairperson, Alumni Councilor, Advisor Councilor, Region Councilor Chairperson, National Collegiate Chairperson, and Educational Foundation Chair (serving as ex-officio member without vote)
3. Conclave
a. This is a biennial meeting with all members of the National Council, Executive Council, and delegates from each of the collegiate and alumni chapters attending.  All members and guests are welcome to attend.  
New Chapters 
The National Expansion Committee works with a college or university to prepare a petition for a charter for consideration and action by the National Council and the chapters in the Region where the institution is located. Instructions and the required form follow this document.  
Financial Obligation for the new chapter
1. A one-time chapter installation fee of $300.00 is payable to Phi Upsilon Omicron upon notification of approval of petition for the chapter installation.  (The installation fee pays for some initiation supplies).
2. Each new member shall pay the Phi Upsilon Omicron national treasury a total of $60.00 at the time of initiation.  This includes a subscription to THE CANDLE, an initiation pin, a membership certificate, and a member handbook. This completes the initiate’s financial obligation to National during the period as a collegiate chapter member.  
3. Local honorary initiates pay no initiation fees.  The chapter pays for a CANDLE subscription ($15) for each local honorary member.
4. Annual Alumni Contribution of $25, to be paid to National yearly, which includes two issues of THE CANDLE.

Melissa Martin, Executive Director
Phi Upsilon Omicron
P.O. BOX 50970
Bowling Green KY, 42102-4270
270-904-1340
national@phiu.org
www.phiu.org


Procedures for Establishing a New 
Phi Upsilon Omicron Collegiate Chapter
1.  The college or university group completes the Petition Form (follows below) and returns it to the National Executive Director.  Please add information as indicated by “please click or tap here to enter text”.  Members of the Expansion Committee review the petition and make recommendations. If all is complete, the petition is forwarded to the National President for approval by National Council.
2. If approved, the petition is sent to the Region Councilor (of region in which the new chapter would be located) who circulates them to the collegiate chapters in the region for approval (approval by three-fourths of these chapters is necessary). The Region Councilor notifies the President of National Council and the Expansion Committee Chair.
3. At any step in the process when approval is not given, the Executive Director informs the petitioning group of the situation and indicates the action necessary to meet the standards required for a chapter.
4. After approval, the procedures are then outlined for the installation of the new chapter.  The National President, Executive Director, and Region Councilor are responsible for planning the installation.  
5. If requested, a member of National Council will be happy to assist you with these procedures.
Responsibilities of the Petitioning Unit in Preparation for Chapter Installation
1. Set the date for the installation with National President, Region Councilor, and Executive Director
2. Send $300 to the Executive Director for chapter installation fee.  (The installation fee pays for some initiation supplies)
3. Send a complete list of those chapter members being initiated to the Executive Director.  
4. Provide Installation Chair and Co-Chair with the complete number of people being initiated under the various categories three weeks prior to installation:
a. Number of current undergraduate students
b. Number of alumni 
c. Number of local honorary members
5. Plan for installation activities to include:
a. Orientation of officers, advisors, collegiate members, and alumni
b. Collection of initiation fees
c. Installation and initiation ceremonies (will be provided by a visiting chapter)
d. Charge service
e. Chapter meeting and installation of officers
6. Supplies for Initiation 
a. White table coverings
b. Three copies of the name and addresses of those being initiated in the following order
i. Petitioning group in alphabetical order with officers indicated.
ii. Alumni members in alphabetical order with officers indicated.
iii. Honorary members in alphabetical order
c. Thirteen white candles and one yellow candle, ten inches high
d. Fourteen inexpensive candle holders (clear if possible)
e. Blooming African violet potted plant (live or artificial)
f. Three ribbons – one yellow, one white, and one purple- six to eight inches long and two inches wide.
g. Equipment including a table (2.5 feet X 5 feet or comparable size)
h. Registration book for members to sign as they are initiated 
i. Any other supplies needed for initiation

Submitted to Phi Upsilon Omicron Executive Director by:   Click or tap here to enter text.
Petition Form
For The Formation of a Phi Upsilon Omicron Collegiate Chapter
Institution of Higher Education
1. Institution Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.
2. Institution Location:  Click or tap here to enter text.
3. Contact Person:  Click or tap here to enter text.
4. Contact Person Address:  Click or tap here to enter text.
5. Contact Person Phone:  Click or tap here to enter text.
6. Contact Person Email: Click or tap here to enter text.
Required Information for the Institution of Higher Education Interested in a Chapter of Phi Upsilon Omicron
1. Is the institution accredited? (by recognized accrediting agencies):  Click or tap here to enter text.
2. If yes, please list the accrediting body or organization.
Click or tap here to enter text.
3. Student body
a. Number of students enrolled in college or university.  Click or tap here to enter text.
b. Number of undergraduates enrolled in the Family and Consumers Sciences or related area college, school, or department:  Click or tap here to enter text.
c. Number of graduate students (if applicable) enrolled in the Family and Consumer Sciences or related area college, school, department, or program:  Click or tap here to enter text.
4. Family and Consumer Sciences and Related Content Areas
a. Majors:  Click or tap here to enter text.
b. Minors/Certificates/Concentrations:  Click or tap here to enter text.
5. Faculty
a. Names and emails of faculty who are Phi Upsilon Omicron members:
Click or tap here to enter text.
6. Students: Please list on an attached sheet, the students who will make up the initial cohort of Phi Upsilon Omicron members at your institution.  Include name, major, minor or FCS emphasis and expected graduation date for each.  A president-elect should be selected from this group.  As soon as the application is approved, other officers should be selected so they may be installed at the time of chapter initiations.  

Approved by (please insert digital signatures below):


President of College or University		Date:Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.



Dean of College				Date:Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.



Head of Petitioning Unit			Date:	Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
